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derogatory description of the Council of Officers, and does not refer to any
distinct and independent body. In the description of the debates of the
conference which discussed the readmission of the Jews, there is also
a mistake. ' Even strangers,' says Mr. Wolf, ' took part in these tirades,
and a Mr. Lloyd, who was not a member of the conference, distinguished
himself by a " fierce " harangue' (p. li). A reference to Burton's diary,
i. 309, which is the authority given for this statement, shows that
Mr. Lloyd's speech was made in the Committee of Trade on the question
of the Merchant Adventurers, and had no connexion with the debates
about the Jews. C. H. FIBTH.

Calendar of State Papers. Domestic Series. October 1672 to February
1673. Edited by F. H. BLACKBUBNE DANIELL. (London: H.M.
Stationery Office. 1901.)

DUEING the period covered by this volume the Dutch war was still in
progress. No important action at sea took place, but the papers
calendared are full of accounts of the depredations of Dutch privateers,
and sometimes describe spirited fights in which they were repulsed by
English merchantmen. Equally numerous are complaints of fraud and
maladministration of every kind in connexion with the navy. The
government was, as usual, short of money, and the sailors suffered in
consequence. Even when they were paid, their pay was unduly reduced.
' There is a general complaint and cry of our seamen,' says one letter,
' that being paid off they were paid but 18s. a month instead of 23s., which
makes the seaman speak desperate words, and swear to strange resolutions
as never to enter into the service—to die first' (p. 99). In ecclesiastical
affairs, the chief event was the conclusion of the Indulgence to the non-
conformists. At the beginning of March 1673 the pressure of parliament
forced Charles to withdraw his declaration, and the last licences to
ministers and places of worship were issued on 3 Feb. 1673. Mr.
Daniell takes the opportunity, in his preface, to sum up and tabulate the
licences issued, in order to show the relative strength of the different
sects and the localities in which they were strong. The total number of
persons licensed was 1,481, of whom 864 or 865 were presbyterian
ministers, 394 or 393 congregational or independent, and 205 baptists
(xliii). The presbyterians were strongest in London, in the western
counties, and in Lancashire and Yorkshire. The independents were
likewise strong in London and the district round, very weak in the west,
but more powerful in Norfolk, Suffolk, and Gloucestershire. In Bedford-
shire 20 out of 25 nonconformist ministers belonged to this body,
while Kent, Somerset, Wiltshire, and Dorsetshire were the strongholds of
the baptists. On the results of this system of indulgence the papers
calendared do not throw much light, though a letter from Chester says
that the assemblies of the dissenters are ' already grown so full that our
episcopal congregations look very thin ' (p. 300). At Bristol the bishop
boldly disregarded the declaration, and prosecuted conventicles with
vigour. ' How slender soever the evidence, the bishop never rests till it is
made strong enough for conviction, and never lets the justices rest till
warrants are signed for distresses ' (p. 333).

The volume contains an unusually large number of papers relating to the
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history of Ireland, which wasduringthis period under the wise and moderate
government of the earl of Essex. Irish finances were in an unsatisfactory
condition: there was a continuous dispute between the farmers of the
revenue and the government. The dispossessed catholic proprietors were
in some cases attempting to oust the new proprietors by force, and there
were many ' tories.' The Cromwellian officers, who formed so important
a part of the new proprietary, were regarded with suspicion by the
government, and believed to be ready to rebel if an opportunity offered.
The case of captain Thomas Walcott, which is related at length, affords
an example of the manner in which the most trifling and most doubtful
evidence was accepted against persons belonging to this class. Walcott
was arrested and imprisoned on a charge of conspiracy of which he was
obviously innocent, as an examination of the depositions printed here
proves.

There is very little of literary interest in this volume except some
papers relating to the censorship of the press, and some others illustrat-
ing the history of the university press at Oxford. A petition from Dr.
Hyde, the librarian of the Bodleian, stating that the salary of his office
was only 501. per annum, and begging that some sinecure might be
attached to the post, may be noticed (p. 171).

The editorial work is very well done, and Mr. Daniell's preface is
excellent. Unlike some other editors he is careful to point out to the
reader which documents have been printed before, and where these are to
be found. He fails, however, to note that the satirical poem calendared
p. 885 is given at length in ' Poems on State Affairs,' i. 137. The index to
the political poetry of the period compiled by Mr. Solly, and published in
Notes and Queries for November and December 1876, will be found very
useful for these identifications. One criticism, however, must be made.
Mr. Daniell is inclined to calendar at too great length some very trifling
letters relating to the navy, such as the letters abstracted on pp. 89,
403, from Camborne and Watts; a line apiece would suffice for them
instead of 11 lines for the two. It is desirable that unimportant papers
should be dealt with more summarily in order that the publication of the
calendars may progress more quickly. C. H. FIRTH.

A Century of Scottish History : From the Days before the '45 to those
within Living Memory. By Sir HENEY CBAIK, K.C.B. (Edinburgh :
Blackwood. 1901.)

THE years of which Sir Henry Craik treats (1690-1843) number con-
siderably more than a hundred, and they have no distinctive charac-
teristic which might render the word ' century' otherwise appropriate.
The book, moreover, is not a history of Scotland from the revolution to
the disruption; it is an essay on certain aspects of the making of modern
Scotland. If Sir Henry Craik had written a formal history, we might
naturally have expected from him some account of his materials, and
more frequent reference to his authorities, nor could we have been satisfied
with his occasional allusions to industrial and agricultural development.
But if on these and similar points the book has received an undue amount
of criticism, the fault lies largely in the choice of title. There are, of course,
inaccuracies in the narrative, and in a definite history some of them, at
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